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once again on the agenda and, as the timber industry gained ground, the environmental 
groups were back in court. In 2009 the Obama administration reversed the Bush admin-
istration policy that had doubled the amount of logging allowed.44

More often, though, the courts play only a modest role in controlling the bureaucracy. 
One of the reasons for this limited role is that, since the Administrative Procedures Act 
of 1946, the courts have tended to defer to the expertise of the bureaucrats when agency 

Figure 8.1  �The Oil Industry–BOEMRE Iron Triangle
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Iron triangles (involving Congress, the bureaucracy, and special interest groups) exist on nearly every subgovernment level. 
In this example, you can see how the BOEMRE (the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement), which 
depends on the House and Senate for its budget, influences and is influenced by oil company lobbyists, who in turn influence 
and are influenced by House and Senate committees and subcommittees. This mutual interdependence represents a powerful 
monopoly of power.


